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ing in 1914. German bombing planes continuously attack
all the Belgian positions in this area. Before the morning is
over the Germans have already effected crossings o\ the Mcuse
near Maastricht and of the Albert Canal between Maastricht
and Hasselt. Belgian defenses on the Canal were expected to
hold at a minimum for five days. The Germans have taken
them in as many hours. According to the Belgian version, the
officer charged with blowing up two vital bridges near Maas-
tricht is killed by a bomb at the moment he is preparing to
fulfill this duty. (This is announced by the Belgian Premier,
M, Pierlot, over the radio on May 12, His statement, how-
ever, does not admit that these developments occurred until
May ix.) Also of great importance is the fact that one of the
Liege forts, said to be Eben Emacl, is (according to tomor-
row's German communique;) "put out of action." Luxem-
bourg is entirely defenseless and during the day is completely
overrun. The Grand Duchess Charlotte and her family flee
to France.
An attempt is made to adjust internal French political dif-
ferences by giving Louis Marin and Jean Ybarncgaray, right-
ist Deputies, places in the Cabinet as Ministers of State, The
personal conflict between Premier Reynaud and Defense Min-
ister Daladier, which has been a matter of comment in Paris
for some time, is also smoothed over temporarily* In recent
days it had been particularly acute, due to M, Rcynaud'fl
desire to replace M, Daladier's man. General Gamelin, as
Commander-in-Chief, The dispute is resolved for the moment
in General Gamclin's favor, because the start of actual hostili-